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conception of science and doctrine; next, in restoring
to economics the human and moral element which
seemed to have little interest for the classical, naturalistic
and quasi-mechanistic economists and the Socialists
imbued with authoritarian organisation; finally, in imag-
ining, midway between anarchist individual competi-
tion and authoritarian Socialism, a voluntary co-operation
growing out of a conscious discipline freely accepted.
In a vivid and witty address delivered by him at the
first dinner of the Revue d'Economie folitique (which for
him was to be the last), where already the melancholy
of an uncertain future was gathering, the grand old man
related the beginnings of the Revue, its aims, its difficul-
ties, the scornful hostility it had encountered as well as
the support it had found. In 1877, a decree of March 26th
founded a course in Political Economy at the Faculties
of Law. It was the consecration of a movement dating
back sixty years and the completion of an evolution
marked by some sporadic and spontaneous realisations.
Was this young university subject, economics, still
untried, to remain subject to the "School," or to win its
own independence? Was it to fall back upon itself or
enter into relations with foreign universities, particularly
with the German universities which, on the pretext of
their having formulated the socialising programme of
Eisenach, had been boycotted in France? Gide did not
hesitate. Science should have a theory, not a chapel. In
1887, tke Revue d'Economiepolitique was started. Its title
alone, as against Molinari's Journal des Economistes, is
a programme. The preliminary declaration defines it.
"Differing from all publications in France, this one will
be the organ neither of a person nor of a school* It will
be open freely to all doctrines. We hope that the bringing
together of adverse doctrines may be fruitful." This
programme was followed to the letter. The contemptuous
silence of adversaries whom the Revue never regarded as
sucli—giving to the pseudo-liberals a great lesson In
true liberalism—did not hinder the success of the new
organ. Its pages, now covering forty-five years, welcomed
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